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A. Background:
The City of Tacoma amended land use regulations on December 7, 2021 to create more flexibility to
construct attached and detached accessory dwelling units (ADU/DADUs). Flexibility includes allowing
DADUs to extend up to 20 feet in height (in certain circumstances), regardless of the height of the main
building. This change created some confusion, specifically related to the Visual Hierarchy section of the
Design Guide and referenced in Chapter 13.06 of the TMC (Zoning Code). The purpose of this
Director’s Rule is to provide clarity.

One Tacoma, the City’s Comprehensive Plan, sets forth policy regarding development in the City of
Tacoma and provides the following policy guidance relative to housing and access to housing options
in the Housing Chapter:

Goal H-1 Promote access to high-quality affordable housing that accommodates Tacomans’ needs,
preferences, and financial capabilities in terms of different types, tenures, density, sizes, costs and
locations.

Policy H–1.3 Encourage new and innovative housing types that meet the evolving needs of 
Tacoma households and expand housing choices in all neighborhoods. These housing types 
include single family dwelling units; multi‐dwelling units; small units; accessory dwelling units; 
pre‐fabricated homes such as manufactured, modular; co‐housing and clustered housing. 

Policy H–1.9 Apply infill housing approaches to create additional housing opportunities for low and 
mid-range (Missing Middle) housing types. 

Policy H–1.10 Establish and update a regulatory process to pilot infill of innovative housing types, 
as well as to pilot new development standards, affordability incentives and permit review processes. 
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TMC 13.06.020.G regulates size of all detached accessory structures. 
 
TMC 13.06.080.A further regulates size of both ADUs and DADUs. This section allows that DADUs can 
be taller than the main dwelling, provided they meet all other size limitations set for the code. 
 
TMC 13.06.100.G regulates design of ADUs and DADUs and provides that the Design Guide will 
provide illustrations to "assist in implementation and review" of the design standards.  
 

B. Interpretation and Application of Land Use Regulatory Code: 
TMC 13.05.080.A gives the Director the authority to interpret the code and to make findings of 
equivalency when the code isn’t clear. Further subsections of TMC 13.05.080 describe in more detail 
what those interpretations can entail. 
 

C. Interpretation: 
The Director finds there is adequate regulations in the code that, if met, result in a structure that is 
subordinate to the main dwelling. The additional Visual Hierarchy elements set forth in the Design Guide 
are redundant and result in confusion. As such, reference to Visual Hierarchy in the Design Guide 
should be removed and staff should stop reviewing projects for compliance with the Visual Hierarchy 
guidelines.  
 

D. Duration: 
This rule will remain in effect until the Design Guide is amended.  


